August 20, 2011
Dear Parent(s),

I hope that you and your family have had opportunities to relax and enjoy summer’s rhythm. God’s presence is evident in the times when we pause to “be” and enjoy the beauty that surrounds us.
This fall, we are planning sessions for adults, youth and children to acquaint you with the new translation of the Mass as well as to reflect on the meaning of the Eucharist in our daily lives. These informative sessions will enable us to participate more fully at Mass. The adult sessions will be offered during your child’s FF session as well as one other evening. Please plan to join us! 
We are looking forward to working with you and your children this year as we continue to discover what it means to be disciples of Jesus. We have included many important pieces of information in this mailing. Please carefully read it over and save the calendars for future reference. 

We have a Special Needs program available for elementary – high school children. Please contact the office for further information.
If your children are part of our elementary program, we want to remind you each chapter includes a Home Time Family Page. I encourage you to review it with your child prior to that week’s session. Please visit their website at www.blestarewe.com as well. 

Sacramental information for Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation is contained in this letter. Please mark your calendars now so that the preparation sessions/meetings are a priority.
____________________________________________
Please note the program information outlined below:
1. ATTENDANCE 

Children are expected to attend all scheduled sessions. We ask you to please check your child’s assignment each week and send him/her to each session with the necessary materials, Bible etc. 
High school youth are expected to participate in all sessions included on their calendars.  
Fifteen minutes after class has begun, the doors will be locked. Please ring the bell to the left of the front doors for entrance to the building. For compliance with safety and insurance regulations, parents MUST enter the building to drop off and pick up children for each session. Cars cannot stop in front of the building to drop children off. Your cooperation is most appreciated.

In the event of illness or emergency, please notify the Faith Formation Office (464-4776). In case of program questions, cancellations or delays, please consult the parish website www.ctkparishny.org. Click on the FF link, go to the ‘Event Calendar’. This will contain the most updated program information. Please refer to it regularly throughout the year. 
2. BEHAVIOR 

All children are expected to behave courteously and cooperatively.  Please help us to reinforce the importance of respecting others, themselves and our buildings. Children are responsible for helping to take care of the spaces we utilize. Should it be necessary for the catechist or I to speak with a child regarding inappropriate behavior, parents will be notified.  

3. CLASS SESSIONS  

Day


Grade


Time

Monday

9 – 10


  7:00PM  -    8:30PM  
Monday

1 – 5


  4:00PM  -    5:10PM

      Tuesday

1 - 5                                   4:00PM  -    5:10PM 

      Tuesday

1 – 5


  6:00PM  -    7:10PM

      Tuesday

6 - 8                                   7:15PM  -    8:30PM 

Sacramental Programs - If you are new to the program or if you have not yet done so please furnish a copy of your child’s Baptismal Certificate.

First Reconciliation Parent Meetings – please choose ONE date to attend:

             Tuesday, October 4

7-8:30PM

 Parish Center Library



     OR

             Saturday , October 15

9-10:30AM

Parish Center Library
      First Eucharist Parent Meetings – please choose ONE date to attend:


Tuesday , February 7

 7 – 8:30PM

Parish Center Library
                                             OR

             Saturday, February 11

 9 – 10:30AM

Parish Center Library
      Confirmation Orientation Meeting for youth and parents:


Wednesday, October 12 
 7 – 8:30PM

Parish Center Library
Confirmation Prep times & dates:  

Mondays from 7 - 9pm on January 9, February 6,  March 26, April 2 for parents and youth. You are expected to attend all 4 Prep sessions. 

Retreat: January 27 - 29 
Please put these dates in your calendars now. A more comprehensive calendar will be distributed at the October meeting.

Please feel free to contact me with questions or concerns at any time.

Enjoy the remaining days of summer. We look forward to seeing you and your children.

God bless you.

Sincerely,

Nancy J. Paino

Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation & Youth Ministry

Encl.

